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1. The X Iational Labor Comgress of the Confederacion de Trabnjadores de
Colombia (CTC - Confederation of Colombian Workers) is schoiuled to be held
during the last of January 1949 in Bogoti. At this Jongress a new Directorate

will be elected to replace the former one, whish w2s never officially
recognized by the Colombian Government. | It will be rzeslled 25X1A6a
that menbers of the Communist Party of Colombia, unler the leadership of ’
Gilberto Vieira White, wers succesaful in obtaining important pcritions

on the Dircctorite at the IX Congress, which allowed the Party a decisive in-

fluence in the Colombian labor movement. The followers of Aurmusto Duran, leader

of the Comunist Workers' Party, wer~ overwhelmingly defeated.)

.

2. Efforts are being made by warious factions to gain control of the CTC Direcotorite
at the X Congress. The Commniat Workers' Party hopes to recover part of their
former influcnce. = Cont ote are presently being made by Duran anong labor
organizations in the Caribbean coast area where some of the largest syndicates
affili~ted-with the CTC are located. Jorpe E. Bayona, Treasurer of this Party,
is also contaoting leaders of syndicates im Borota. '

3. The Communist Party of Colombia hopes to maintain ite vregent influence on the
Directorate through the re-election of Pedro J. Abella, Victor J. Merchari, and
Carlos Arture Aguirra, all Party members. This Party is belisved to have a
cortain advantige inaamuch as Pedro Abella 1s the present Seoretary General
of the CTC. The outecome of the Conpress is considered to be of oxtreme impor-
tanes to the future of this Party.

4. Conservative elements in the country are also attempting to exert their
influence at this congress, especially in eliminating Communista from the
Directorate. For this purpose, various syndicates affiliated with the Urion de
Traba jadores Colombianos (UIC ~ Union of Colombian Workers), which under
oxisting lapor laws is not offioclally recopnizel by the Governnent, are con~
tacting syndicates affiliated with the CTC. They reportedly can also count on
help from the Ministry of Labor, under wh 1L held.
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